.
Informal vote counts among the justices indicated that the decision might have gone either way, but by the narrowest 5-4 margin. When Vinson died suddenly before reargument, Justice Felix Frankfurter remarked to his clerks, "This is the first indication that I ever had that there is a God." 2 When the Brown conference opened again a year later, the new Chief Justice cut through to the key issue:
I don't see how in this day and age we can set any group apart from the rest and say that they are not entitled to exactly the same treatment as all others. To do so would be contrary to the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments. They were intended to make the slaves equal with all others. Personally, I don't see how today we can justify segregation based solely on race. 3
Warren's opening of the conference turned the Court from the viewpoint that Brown addressed a hot-button political issue toward what he saw as the real issue: racism and the fact that under the law that "the Negro is an inferior race."
4 Despite the external political ramifications, the remaining Plessy proponents were obliged to join an unanimous Brown decision. According to Justice Abe Fortas, "[i]t was Warren's great gift that, in presenting the case and discussing the case, he proceeded immediately and very calmly and graciously to the ultimate values involved -the ultimate constitutional values, the ultimate human values." 5 Schwartz places Warren on a pedestal with Chief Justices John Marshall and Charles Evans Hughes. He bemoans the fact that progressively more of the Court's work is done by clerks and not the Justices themselves. However, Decision is not merely a paean to Earl Warren's leadership and humanity (though it does come close). Several chapters are dedicated to inside information about how some famous (or infamous) decisions would have come out much differently but for vote switches and focus shifts between draft opinions. Roe v. Wade (1973) 
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The American Bar Association's Section of International Law and Practice has put together a detailed, yet simple and useful guide to international legal practice. Spanning such topics as international commercial transactions; political risk insurance; international payment methods; international antitrust law; U.S. taxation of international transactions; international family, environmental, wills and trusts, labor and employment, and customs law; and international litigation and commercial arbitration, the Deskbook provides a complete first-hand source for beginning research; answering basic questions regarding international legal issues.
Each chapter begins by introducing the presented topic, defining the issues, and outlining the subsequent sections of the chapter. Then applicable law for the discussed topic is offered, highlighting the major issues common to the topic and warning the reader of any potential caveats that demand notice. Each chapter ends with a section entitled Sources of Assistance. This briefly annotated bibliography offers the reader suggestions for general source materials including books and periodicals. When applicable, the section lists applicable statutes, treaties, and even institutional contacts such as the World Bank and OPIC.
Although aimed generally at the practitioner, the Deskbook is also useful to law students by providing them an organized overview of international legal transactions and laws that are creating litigation and arbitration problems today. Moreover, the Deskbook targets all students of today's increasing use of computerized legal research by including in each chapter's Sources of Assistance section, a listing of available on-line services applicable to the legal issue at hand.
The Deskbook is a necessary addition to the bookshelf of every practitioner whose practice even considers international legal ramifications. This quick resource guide could save the legal practitioner hours in investigating common international legal issues.
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